Module 15: Contemporary Issues in Psychopathology Test Bank

Fundamentals of Psychological Disorders, 3rd Edition (5-TR), Bridley and Daffin

As of Fall 2022

Learning Objectives or questions in blue are revised or new

15.1. Legal Issues Related to Mental Issues
Learning Objective Assessed: Define forensic psychology/psychiatry.
Section – 15.1.1
Question Number - 1
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

Forensic psychology can also include the application of research from other subfields in psychology such as social psychology and ______ psychology.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

cognitive
community
developmental

multicultural

Explanation
N/A
Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 2
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

According to the American Psychological Association, forensic psychology/psychiatry is when _____ psychology is applied to the legal arena in terms of assessment, treatment, and evaluation.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

clinical

cognitive

social

multicultural

Explanation
N/A

Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Describe potential roles a forensic psychologist might have.
Section – 15.1.2

Question Number - 3
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

A key issue investigated by forensic psychologists includes mens rea, otherwise known as _____.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

the insanity plea

threat assessment

child custody

civil commitment
Difficulty Level – Difficult

Suggested Point Value - 1
Question Number - 4
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

Assessing child custody evaluations is not a part of the tasks a forensic psychologist might perform. 
Answer 

False
Explanation
According to APA, a forensic psychologist might “perform such tasks as threat assessment for schools, child custody evaluations, competency evaluations of criminal defendants and of the elderly, counseling services to victims of crime, death notification procedures, screening and selection of law enforcement applicants, the assessment of post-traumatic stress disorder and the delivery and evaluation of intervention and treatment programs for juvenile and adult offenders.
Difficulty Level – Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Define civil commitment.
Section – 15.1.3

Question Number - 5
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

When individuals with mental illness behave in erratic or potentially dangerous ways, to either themselves or others, the responsibility to act falls on the government through what is called _____ or “father of the country” or “country as parent.”
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

parens patriae
mens rea
actus rea
modus operandi
Difficulty Level – Difficult
Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 6
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

An action the government might take to contain an individual with a mental disorder who is behaving dangerously involves ________.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

involuntary commitment to a facility
house arrest

involuntary assessment

involuntary therapy

Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Identify criteria for civil commitment.
Section – 15.1.4

Question Number - 7
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

One of the criteria used to establish the need for civil commitment is that the individual is unable to take care of themselves or make decisions about what is necessary. 
Answer 

True
Difficulty Level – Moderate 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 8
Question Type – Fill-in-the-Blank

Question Prompt

Though states vary in the criteria used to establish the need for civil commitment, some requirements are common across states. One criterion is that the individual must present a clear _____ to either themselves or others.
Answer
danger
Difficulty Level – Easy
Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Describe dangerousness.
Section – 15.1.5

Question Number - 9
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

Most people believe that those who are mentally ill are more dangerous than those free of mental illness.
Answer 

True

Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 10
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

Dangerousness implies physical harm, but not psychological abuse or the destruction of property. 
Answer 

False
Explanation

Dangerousness may also imply psychological abuse or the destruction of property. 
Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Outline procedures in civil commitment.
Section – 15.1.6
Question Number - 11
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

The Supreme Court considers the potential to do harm at ___% certainty “clear and convincing” proof that an individual can be involuntarily committed to an institution. 
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

75
100

90

50
Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 12
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

How many professionals are appointed to examine a person in terms of their ability for self-care and likelihood to inflict harm if a judge has approved of the examination request?
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

2

1

4

Varies per case

Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1

Learning Objective Assessed: Define criminal commitment.
Section – 15.1.7
Question Number - 13
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

When an individual is accused of crimes but found to be mentally unstable, they go through _____ in which they are usually sent to a mental health institution for treatment.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

criminal commitment

civil commitment
NGRI
an insanity plea
Difficulty Level - Moderate

Suggested Point Value - 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Define NGRI.
Section – 15.1.8

Question Number - 14
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

What does NGRI stand for?
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

Not guilty by reason of insanity
Not guilty as rationally instable

Negligible guilt by reason of insanity

Negligible guilt as rationally instable

Difficulty Level – Easy

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 15
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

When a defendant pleads NGRI they are acknowledging their guilt for the crime but wish to be seen as not guilty since they were mentally ill at the time.
Answer 

True

Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Describe pivotal rules/acts/etc. in relation to the concept of insanity.
Section – 15.1.9

Question Number - 16
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

The M’Naghten rule states that having a mental disorder at the time of a crime means that the person was insane.
Answer 

False

Explanation
The M’Naghten rule states that having a mental disorder at the time of a crime does not mean the person was insane. The individual also had to be unable to know right from wrong, or comprehend the act as wrong.
Difficulty Level - Moderate 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 17
Question Type – Essay (5 or more sentences)

Question Prompt 
Explain the differences between the M’Naghten rule, the irresistible impulse test, the ALI standard, and the IDRA of 1984. What did they all seek to define?
Answer 

The M’Naghten rule states that having a mental disorder at the time of a crime does not mean the person was insane. The individual also had to be unable to know right from wrong or comprehend the act as wrong. The irresistible impulse test focused on the inability of a person to control their behaviors. The ALI standard focused on the mental disorder’s effect on the individual’s ability to distinguish right from wrong and obey the law. The IDRA of 1984 “was the first comprehensive federal legislation governing the insanity defense and the disposition of individuals suffering from a mental disease or defect who are involved in the criminal justice system.” All of these rules and acts sought to define what grounds an insanity plea could be made on. 
Difficulty Level - Difficult

Suggested Point Value – 5

Learning Objective Assessed: Define GBMI.
Section – 15.1.10
Question Number - 18
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

When a GBMI is declared, there is the acknowledgement of a mental disorder when the crime was committed, but that this disorder was not responsible for the crime itself. 
Answer 

True

Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 19
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

If a jury delivers a verdict of GBMI they can then convict the accused and suggest they receive treatment.
Answer 

True

Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Question Number - 20
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

The GBMI verdict is an excellent alternative for jurors and often used. 

Answer 

False

Explanation

Though this looks like an excellent alternative, jurors are often confused by it
Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
Learning Objective Assessed: Clarify what it means to be competent to stand trial.
Section – 15.1.11
Question Number - 21
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

A defendant does not need to have a rational and factual understanding of the proceedings and be able to rationally consult with counsel when presenting his/her defense to stand trial.
Answer 

False

Explanation

To be deemed competent, federal law dictates that the defendant must have a rational and factual understanding of the proceedings and be able to rationally consult with counsel when presenting their defense.
Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1

Question Number - 22
Question Type – True/False

Question Prompt

If the accused is not fit or competent to stand trial, they can be hospitalized until their mental state improves.
Answer 

True

Explanation

N/A
Difficulty Level - Easy 

Suggested Point Value – 1
14.2. Patient’s Rights
Learning Objective Assessed: Describe rights patients with mental illness have and identify key court cases.
Section – 15.2.1
Question Number - 23
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

The rights that patients of mental illness have are: right to treatment, right to live in a community, right to _____, and right to _____. 
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

refuse treatment; less restrictive treatment
refuse treatment; petition for better treatment
less restrictive treatment; select better medication

petition for better treatment; select better medication
Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1

Question Number - 24
Question Type – Multiple Choice
Question Prompt

In O’Connor v. Donaldson (1975), it was rule that if a patient was no longer a danger and could survive on their own with help from their support system, they were to be _____. 
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

released

incarcerated in jail
committed to a mental health facility
placed in an assisted living facility
Difficulty Level - Moderate

Suggested Point Value - 1
Question Number - 25
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

In the 1966 case of Rouse v. Cameron, the D.C. District court said that the right to ______ is a constitutional right, and failure to provide resources cannot be justified due to insufficient resources.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

treatment 
refuse treatment

less restrictive treatment

live in a community

Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1

Question Number - 26
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

Dixon v. Weinberger (1975) led to the establishment of which right of a patient?

Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

Less restrictive treatment

Treatment 
Refuse treatment

Live in a community

Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1

15.3. The Therapist-Client Relationship
Learning Objective Assessed: Describe three concerns related to the therapist-client relationship.
Section – 15.3.1
Question Number - 27
Question Type – Fill-in-the-Blank

Question Prompt (Include line of no more than 5 characters for each blank - _____)

The three main concerns when it comes to therapist-client relationships are: ______, privileged communication, and duty to warn.
Answer 

confidentiality
Difficulty Level - Moderate

Suggested Point Value - 1
Question Number - 28
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

Confidentiality is a(n) _____ principle while privileged communication is a _____ one, and states that confidential communications cannot be disseminated without the patient’s permission.
Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

ethical; legal
legal; ethical

given; unspoken

unspoken; given

Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1

Question Number - 29
Question Type – Multiple Choice

Question Prompt

The 1976 Tarasoff v. the Board of Regents of the University of California ruling concerned what concern related to the therapist-client relationship.

Answer Choices (First answer is the correct one)

Duty to Warn

Privileged communication

Confidentiality

Right to Refuse Treatment

Difficulty Level – Moderate

Suggested Point Value – 1
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